
Early Registration and Badge Pickup

Wildrose Ballroom Foyer

Wednesday, November 12

3:00 pm - 7:00 pm

4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Summit Welcome and Networking Reception

Wildrose Ballroom Foyer

Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a welcome beverage will be offered

Thursday, November 13

7:00 am - 8:00 am

Registration and Continental Breakfast 

Wildrose Ballroom Foyer

8:00 am - 9:45 am

Welcome and Summit Opening 

Wildrose Ballroom Foyer

Curtis Clarke, Board Chair, Mentor Canada 

Elder Duane Mistaken Chief 

Master of Ceremonies, Daniel Horgan 

Tracy Luca-Huger, Executive Director, Mentor Canada 

Plenary: Launching New Canadian Research 

Unlocking Doors: Research on Mentoring to Strengthen Skills and Support Career

Pathways for Racialized Young Adults 

Reuben Ford, Research Director, The Social Research and Demonstration Corporation  

Dr. Véronique Church-Duplessis, Senior Director Research and Impact, Mentor Canada 

Official Program & Agenda
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Research to Action: Panel Discussion 

Dr. Véronique Church-Duplessis, Senior Director Research and Impact, Mentor Canada 

Reuben Ford, Research Director, The Social Research and Demonstration Corporation 

Cassandra Morcilla, Mentorship Chair, Kabangka Canada  

Herleen Arora, Co-Founder and Managing Director, South Asian Women’s Collective  

Noël Bahliby, Director Youth Services, The Centre of Newcomers 

10:00 am - 11:10 am

Workshop Sessions

Mentor Me Equal: Inclusive Mentorship for Systemic Change

Heather Ancliffe, Mentor Canada and Jennifer Petrela, Mentorat Quebec 

 

Exploring the Career Development & Mentorship Needs of Young South Asian and

Racialized Women 

Herleen Arora, The South Asian Women’s Collective and Natasha Sidi, Accelerate Her Future 

 

Expending Opportunities for Informal Mentorship with Young Adults through

Workforce Development 

Dr. Grace Gowdy, Education Northwest 

 

Comment le mentorat devient-il possible avec des adolescents réfractaires à la

relation ? 

Gabriel Brillant-Poirier and Louis-André Bellemare, Centre socioéducatif Lasallien

 

Online Mentoring for British Columbia’s Rural Youth – Lessons Learned 

Dr. Juliet Oshiro, University of British Columbia 

 

Nurturing Our Spirit, Strengthening our Future: A Holistic Journey for 

Indigenous Youth 

Dr. Teena Starlight, Indigenous Youth Mentoring Program, Ever Active Schools 
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Chosen Connections: Examining the Benefits and Challenges of Youth-Initiatives

Mentoring 

Ben Dantzer, Mentor Canada 

 

Mentoring as a Catalyst for Youth Employment: Insights & Action 

Sydney Piggott, Mentor Canada, Luxmhina Luxmykanthan, the Social Research

Demonstration Corporation and Kaitlin Power, the Students Commission Canada 

 

Tailoring your Evaluation Strategy to Best Demonstrate Mentor Program Impacts 

Dr. Heather Taussig, University of Denver’s Graduate School of Social Work and University of

Colorado Kempe Centre 

 

Nurturing Potential: Supporting Black Youth with Refugee Backgrounds to Succeed 

Stacey Wilson-Forsberg, Wilfrid Laurier University 

 

Indigenous Mentorship in Practice: Insights and Applications 

Elaine Atay, Ph.D. Candidate, University of Calgary and Dr. Adam Mury, University of Calgary 

 

Needs Based Mentoring in Schools 

Dr. Alison Cloth, University of British Columbia 

 

From Roadblocks to Resiliency: How Strength-Based Mentorship Reframes

Relationships, Communities and Self-Concept 

Jill Mallett and Amanda Lottermoser, Calgary Youth Justice Society 

11:10 am - 11:25 am

Networking and Nutrition Break

11:30 am - 12:40 pm

Workshop Sessions
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Unlocking Doors: Mentoring to Strengthen Skills and Support Career Pathways for

Racialized Young Adults 

Dr. Veronique Church-Duplessis, Mentor Canada and Jillian Paragg, The Social Research and

Demonstration Corporation 

 

Understanding the Significance of Staff in Successful Mentoring Relationships  

Dr. Tom Keller, Portland State University and Renée Spencer, Boston University 

 

Strength in Numbers: How an Athlete Mentorships Program is Influencing the Long-

Term Behavior Changes needed to Stop Violence, Hate, Social Injustice,

Discrimination Before it Starts 

Colleen Piri, Be the Voice

 

Neurodivergent Youth: What Neuro-affirming Mentorship Looks Like 

Michelle Dittmer, Canadian Gap Year Society 

LIER – Leaders Inities en Résilience : Une trousse d’accompagnement pour éveiller la

résilience et le leadership des jeunes au Québec. 

Dr. Lilia Hitache, L’escale Youth Centre 

Belonging and Becoming: Exploring the Black Youth Mentorship and Leadership

Program in Canada 

Habeebah Adeladan and Victora Fajenyo, Department of Community Health Sciences,

University of Calgary 

2:00 pm - 3:10 pm

Workshop Sessions

12:45 pm - 1:45 pm

Networking Lunch / Exhibitors
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3:30 pm - 4:45 pm

Plenary: Field Building Through Partnerships 

MENTOR: Lessons from 35 years of Mentorship Field Building 

Jermaine Myrie, CEO, MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership 

Panel Discussion: Partnerships That Are Making Impact for the Field 

Tracy Luca-Huger, Executive Director, Mentor Canada 

Jennifer Petrela, Directrice Générale, Mentorat Quebec 

Kerry Woodland, Co-Chair, Alberta Mentoring Partnership 

Christina Rinaldi, Professor, Faculty of Education - Educational Psychology Dept, University of

Alberta, and Scientific Director, Canadian Centre for Mentoring Research (CCMR) 

Field Spotlights: Scalable Practices Through Partnerships 

Mary Beshai, Director, MentorAbility, Canada at Canadian Association for Supported

Employment 

Grace Gowdy, Senior Researcher, Education North West 

Geoff Cameron, Counsellor, Department of Education New Brunswick 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Delegate Reception and Networking: Celebrating Mentorship in Action 

Location: Owen’s Landing, 308 – 4th Ave SW 

Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and a welcome beverage will be offered

The Future of Mentoring: Sustainable Structures & AI integration 

Raeana Samuel and Megan Black, Technovation 
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Friday, November 14

7:00 am - 7:45 am

Continental Breakfast

Wildrose Ballroom Foyer 

8:00 am – 9:00 am  

Plenary: Mentoring and Innovation 

Power of Mentoring Spotlight 

Ipellie Foo, Board Member, Mentor Canada 

Panel Discussion: Innovation in Mentoring 

Charles Buchanan, Founder and CEO, Technology Helps 

Ross Anderson, Policy and Government Affairs, Starbucks Canada  

Curtis Clarke, Propero Learning Systems, Board Chair, Mentor Canada  

Natasha Sidi, Operations and UX Lead, Accelerate Her Future 

9:15 am – 10:25 am 

Workshop Sessions  

What is Quality Mentoring? Exploring Canadian and International Approaches 
Dr. Veronique Church-Duplessis and Ben Dantzer, Mentor Canada, and Tatiana Cliff,
NHL Stending University of Applied Sciences 

 

6-years of Inclusive Mentorship: The Discoveries Mentorat Quebec’s Mentorship

Accelerator
Jennifer Petrela, Mentorat Quebec 

 

Building Intergenerational Leadership: Knowledge & Power Sharing 
Tehreem F and Ariba Dara, Fora Network for Change 

 

Exploring Retrospective Connectedness and Webs of Support with Mentors:

Training Tools and Mentoring Activities 
Dr. Michael Karcher, University of Texas at San Antonio and Dr. Jonathan Zaff,
Northeastern University 
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Green Jobs, Green Experts, Green Futures: Empowering Youth Through

Workplace Exploration 

Ainslee MacMillan, The Gaia Project 

 

From Awareness to Connection: Growing Attunement Skills in Youth Mentoring

Through Training Partnerships 

Dr. Julia Pryce, Loyola University 

Mentoring Relationship Quality, a Canadian Context 
Dr. Christina Rinaldi, University of Alberta 

10:35 am – 12:05 pm 

Workshop Sessions

Reframing Disability: Challenging Biases and Elevating Career Mentoring to Build

Inclusive Workplaces 

Ben Dantzer, Mentor Canada and Amy Grant, MentorAbility at TEAM Work Cooperative 

 

The Power of Partnership: Mapping, Creating and Mobilizing Mentoring Networks 

Sarah Chan and Pam Mellon, The Alberta Mentoring Partnership 

 

I “Wish [I] Knew Why”: The Voice of the Youth in Match Endings 

Dr. Renée Spencer, Boston University and Dr. Tom Keller, Portland State University 

 

Indigenous Innovation in Mentorship: The Role of Student Advisory Groups in

Advancing Equity and Engagement 

Colby Delorme, (Cistêmâw Napio), ICD.D, Influence Mentoring Society 

 

Scaling Success: Culturally Responsive Mentoring for Black and Immigrant Youth

in Canada 

Dr. Cecilia Bukutu, Concordia University of Edmonton 7.
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Trauma-Informed Mentorship: Tools to Facilitate Trauma Healing in Youth 

Olga Korcheva, Youth Airdrie 

Rise Together: Learning, Leading, Lifting: Mentorship as a Tool 

Cassandra Morcilla, Kabangka Canada 

12:15 pm – 2:00 pm 

Plenary Luncheon: Impact of Mentoring and the Pathway Forward 
Wildrose Ballroom

Carla Cuglietta, Board of Directors, Mentor Canada

Keynote Speaker
Henoc Muamba, Former CFL/NFL Linebacker & TSN Analyst
Henoc Muamba is a celebrated former CFL/NFL linebacker who was the 2022 Grey Cup
MVP and Most Valuable Canadian. Henoc founded the Muamba Foundation, dedicated
to supporting his homeland, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). He now serves as
a dynamic CFL on TSN panel analyst and co-host of The Waggle podcast. 

Power of Mentoring: The Voices of Mentors and Mentees

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Calgary and Area

Calgary Youth Justice Society

Panel Discussion: Building Meaningful Mentoring Relationships With/For Youth 
Colby Delorme, Founding Creator, Influence Mentoring Society 

Sydney Piggott, Director of Strategic Partnerships & Initiatives, Mentor Canada 

Sharif Mahdy, CEO, Students Commission Canada 

 

Pathways to Progress: Advancing the Field of Mentoring in Canada 
Tracy Luca-Huger, Executive Director, Mentor Canada 

Curtis Clarke, Board Chair, Mentor Canada 

 

Closing  
Elder Duane Mistaken Chief 

Daniel Horgan, Master of Ceremonies 8.



Thank You to Our Sponsors
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